


Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with God’s people who are in need.  
Practice hospitality.    Romans 12:12-13

This month’s verses are found in the 12th chapter of Romans titled “Living Sacrifices”.  The author, Paul, is 
urging the Roman Christians to offer their bodies as “living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God - as our 
spiritual act of worship.” Throughout Paul’s writing, it is very evident he has a strong conviction for fellow 
believers to be blameless, holy, and pure.

Our verses for this month are a call to do just that: “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 
Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.” Paul urges them to do these things as an 
act of worship by being a living sacrifice.  He knew firsthand that the Christian life is one of self-sacrifice 
and is not free from difficulties or persecution. Yet, he still instructs them to do these things in the midst of 
affliction because of his confidence in the “hope of future glory” (Romans 8:18). 

HOPE is the underlying connection in our verses this month. If our hope is not secure in the truth that God 
is satisfied in us through Christ’s sacrifice and has promised future glory and redemption to us, then we 
are going to become fear-driven, anxious, control-obsessed people only thinking about ourselves and 
our problems. If hope is absent, we cannot be joyful in what is not there. If hope is absent, we cannot wait 
patiently for God during our affliction because we will be trying to control and change our situation by our 
own might.  If hope is absent, we won’t turn to Him in prayer faithfully because we don’t fully believe God is 
for us. If hope is absent, we won’t be able to love our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ the way Paul is 
encouraging us to do. We won’t be concerned with their needs because our needs seem bigger and more 
important. We won’t show hospitality because it’s inconvenient and at times costly for us. Without the cor-
rect view of Biblical hope we would not be able to “live a life worthy of God” (1 Thessalonians 2:12).

Even if we know our hope is secure and firm but we are still having a hard time living out these truths from 
Paul, be encouraged that “the Spirit helps us in our weakness” (Romans 8:26). Ask the Spirit to help you 
look beyond yourself and circumstances to see it the way God does and to lead you into a revelation of 
the living hope that He is. 

Be reminded of this hope we have by Peter in 1 Peter 1:3-5:  “In his great mercy he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can 
never perish, spoil or fade - kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until 
the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.” 
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Psalms 119:130 The unfolding of 
your words give light - it gives  
understanding to the simple. 
God’s word providing light in our 
lives. His words iLUMINating truth 
in our hearts.

HIS WORDS | YOUR HEART

Have you been joyful in hope? Patient in affliction? Faithful in 
prayer? 

Have you given generously to God’s people who are in need?
Have you practiced hospitality recently?

Do you have an accurate biblical view of hope?

What is hope to you?

How can you live out these instructions from Paul?
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