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“Above all, keep loving one another deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins”.
1 Peter 4:8

Our verse this month is focused on the community of believers and earnest love for each other. Peter 
is concerned about the sins and behaviors that could hurt the body of believers because Peter heard 
firsthand from Jesus that there was a new commandment for His followers. Jesus says to his disciples 
(which includes Peter) in John 13: 34-35, “ A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.” Jesus is made known by our love for each other within the body.

Therefore, our goal in earnestly loving one another in the body is to always bring Jesus glory. If that is 
our goal, then that should be our focus in our love. We should not be focused on how the sin affects us 
or how it offended us, but recognize it as sin, and then forgive as God has extended forgiveness to us.

The word love in this verse isn’t the type of love you typically think about in our current culture. It’s not 
self focused. Love, here, is earnest love. It’s sincere, real, and authentic. This is the type of love that will 
cover a multitude of sins. The only way to cover sins is to forgive, not to pretend they didn’t happen or 
turn a blind eye; it is to fully forgive so that authentic fellowship among believers can thrive in spite of 
our sins. Forgiveness is associated with love throughout the Bible. Think about Jesus’ selfless love dis-
played by his sacrifice on the cross and some of his last words before he died, “Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34).

Unconditional love is a goal for all of us on this side of heaven.  We struggle, in our humanity, to love 
without selfishness, pride, self-righteousness, etc.  We love though, as though who were first loved by 
Christ.  The most incredible love ever felt was the blood poured out on the cross for you at  
Calvary.  Let’s love each other deeply.
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Psalms 119:130 The unfolding of 
your words give light - it gives  
understanding to the simple. 
God’s word providing light in our 
lives. His words iLUMINating truth 
in our hearts.

HIS WORDS | YOUR HEART
What sins are the hardest for you to endure?  

What are the hardest for you to forgive?

Why is it sometimes hard to show love 
when we are upset or angry?
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